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collective life because of that legacy* Many attempts
have been made, and are being made, to rectify it.
Where the Jews have been freed from the worst forms
of prejudice, their pursuits have been largely assimi-
lated to their environment* And when the Jews are
given freedom in their present homelands, we may
expect a growing approximation to a normal economic
stratification*

Because of the nature of anti-Semitism, however,
changes in Jewish life will not solve " the Jewish
Problem ". They may case it, but they cannot re-
move it. For the root of the problem lies not in
any traits of the Jews, but simply in their existence.
It is not because of what the Jews are, but simply
because they are, that some people are moved by
hatred against them* The prejudice may find all
sorts of excuses for itself which it calls reasons, but
at bottom it is nothing more than the resentment of
difference.

The ultimate cause of anti-Semitism lies in the
distinctiveness and the dispersion of the Jews* The
dispersion means that they are everywhere a minority,
the distinctiveness means that they are Individually
more conspicuous. Historically, the fundamental
factor causing the separation between the Jews and
their neighbours was religion, a difference which in